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Al Abbas Mosque

in Asnaf Khawlan

p Al Abbas Mosqueis positioned overavolcanic
hill close to Asnaf Khawlan Village, 40 km
from Sana’a. Though some of the materials used
in constructing the mosque was taken from
older buildings that date back to the periods of
ancient Yemeni civilizations, the mosque itself
seems to have been built later. An inscription in
the mosque dated 1125 A.D. indicates that the
mosque dates back to the days of the Salahite
state. The inscription also refers to the founder
of the mosque, Sultan Mossa bin Mohamed
Al Fetti, and the architect of the mosque Abu
Al Fatah bin Arhab. However, the mosque’s
name is ascribed to an unknown person called
‘Al Abbas), a supposedly pious person who is
believed to be buried in the mosque.

p The Al Abbas Mosque seems to be a simple
construction from outside. However, when a
visitor enters the mosque, he is taken aback by
its unparalleled beauty which is clear in the
ceiling containing accurately designed wooden
panels, rich in decorations and inscriptions
with plant and geometric elements. Colored
gypsum decorations can be clearly seen in the
mihrab. The mosque is shaped like a square,
while in its horizontal projection it manifests
a cubic shape.

» During the 1980s, when the ceiling of Al
Abbas Mosque began to crumble, the French
Center for Studies was rushed in to preserve
and renovate it so as to safeguard the artistic
values and architectural features of this
mosque. Today, the mosque is regarded as
a masterpiece of Islamic architecture that is
perfect representative of the sublime values of
Islamic art.



